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when he could have sacrificed him to his passion, when the news of the
bloody assassination of his brother Gratian was brought to him; but he
conquered his resentment, and scorned to pay like for like. The bishop
reproved Maximus for the murder of Gratian, and of many great men
whom he had put to death for no other crime than their fidelity to their
natural prince; for which he admonished him to do penance. He also
entreated him to give up the body of Gratian to Valentinian, a brother dead
for his own brother whom he had received alive and unhurt; the ashes
of an emperor only that he might not be deprived of the honour of a buriil.
The tyrant answered that he would consider of it; but he was extremely
incensed at St Ambrose, because he constantly refused to communicate
either with the tyrant or with any of his bishops; these were the Ithacians,
who desired the death of the Priscillianist heretics. When he was inflexible
on this point he was ordered forthwith to depart. Seeing Hyginus, an
aged bishop, sent at the same time into banishment, he interceded that he
might be furnished with necessary provisions, and not sent without a
garment to cover him or a bed to lie on. But St Ambrose could not be
heard, and was himself thrust out of doors. He therefore returned to Milan
and wrote to Valentinian an account of his unsuccessful embassy, advising
him to be cautious how he treated with Maximus, a concealed enemy, who
pretended peace, but intended war.1 The event showed the truth of this
conjecture. For Valentinian sent Domninus, a favourite courtier, to succeed
St Ambrose in this embassy. Maximus entertained him with all the obliging
caresses and demonstrations of honour, amused him with assurances and,
as an instance of his friendship toward Valentinian, sent back with him a
considerable part of his army, as he gave out, to assist the emperor against
the barbarians who were then falling upon Pannonia* But these soldiers,
coming to the Alps, seized all the narrow passages; which was no sooner
done, but Maximus followed after with his whole army and marched
without the least opposition into Italy, where he took up his quarters at
Aquileia.

The news of this unexpected surprise carried terror into every place.
Valentinian and his mother, in the utmost consternation, took ship and fled
to Thessalonica, whence they sent to the Emperor Theodosius, to beg his
speedy assistance before all was lost. That great prince had been employed
in quelling the barbarians on different sides and settling the peace of the
church and state in the East, which had hindered him from revenging the
death of Gratian. Upon receiving the message of the fugitive young
emperor, he left Constantinople and went to Thessalonica where, in the
moet tender and paternal manner, he comforted the distressed remains of
the family of the great Valentinian L He represented to the young prince
that by favouring the Arian impiety and persecuting the Catholic Church,
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